[Spontaneous rupture of the spleen during the development of chronic pancreatitis. One case].
Spontaneous rupture of the spleen is a relatively rare occurrence during the course of chronic pancreatitis. The physiopathology remains imprecise and mechanical factors are associated with pancreatic enzyme diffusion and vascular changes in explaining its aetiology. The diagnosis is difficult since it often mimics an acute exacerbation of pancreatitis or even actual acute pancreatitis when the existence of the pancreatic condition is not previously known. Abdominal echotomography or peritoneal puncture-lavage and, now, CAT scanning are the key factors in reaching the diagnosis.